
Life in Japan



The Bruces in Japan

• Sydney Bruce, my grandfather, spent much of the period 
between Dec 1910 and Apr 1924 living and working in 
Japan.  

• Wife Rose Mary and children  came for three extended 
visits during that time. 

• These images show something of the foreigner’s 
‘settlement’ they lived in – highly social, privileged and 
removed from the world of their  Japanese neighbours



Rose Mary Caldwell Bruce
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Back: Maurice, Frank, Sydney, Geoffrey; Middle: Vi, Rose Mary; Front: Irene
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Frank (centre) executing his infamous setup shots



Life in Japan



Life in Japan



Life in Japan



Life in Japan



Life in Japan



Are the two on the left Eva (Syd’s sister) and husband Bill Cranch?
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Frank Bruce wearing school sweater
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Frank Bruce
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Frank (centre). Chum on left schooled with Frank in England
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Vi Bruce
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Frank Bruce making a point?
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The village below 203 Bluff Rd (barely visible on the bluff)



Mail and telegraph, the only means of communicating
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Vi Bruce with her brothers Maurice (L) and Geoffrey (R)



Irene (Renie) Bruce Carruthers



Neb Carruthers, husband of Irene Bruce Carruthers
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Kagoshima Island



Otentosama Masonic Lodge, Yokohama, Sydney Bruce, centre rear
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Frank Bruce



Violet Bruce



New years eve?



Sydney Bruce at work at Sale and Frazar, Yokohama
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203 Bluff Rd, Yokohama on the bluff; destroyed in earthquake
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203 Bluff Rd



203 Bluff Rd, the Bruce residence in Yokohama
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Frank sporting school sweater, about 1917



Frank with his father Sydney Bruce



Frank Bruce



Sydney Bruce
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Hamming for the camera. Frank Bruce on clarinet
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Frank Bruce



Greek tragedy (L) and Greek comedy (R)
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Frank Bruce with his trusty motorcycle
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Frank (left) and friend in front of 203 Bluff Rd
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The servants at 203 Bluff Rd, Yokohama
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Tokyo Peace Exhibition, 1922



Tokyo Peace Exhibition, 1922
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British Empire Exhibiton, Wemblay, London, 1924
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Frank and Sydney



Rose Mary Caldwell Bruce
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Dazaifu Shrine
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Sydney, back row; Frank on drums 
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